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September 2013
Integrate preaching into the life of the church with themes, arts, and hands-on outreach opportunities.

1. Notice themes within the lectionary texts. Would some work as a series? Consider the audience; catchy title; church season and
goals. At a holiday, promote an upcoming seeker-friendly series with a simple eye-catching postcard-size bulletin insert. Use a
discipling series during Advent or Lent. Periodically use a mission series that can help the congregation focus outwardly.

2. Incorporate the arts (obtaining permission or giving credit where appropriate) or equip an artistic person, allowing ample time, within
your congregation to create visuals for your sermon series. Regularly change the look of your altar to promote interest. Consider
using music, dance, or drama that connects the texts and themes.
    Sacred Art Sources:
        janrichardsonimages.com
        graceworksstudio.org
        imagoday.com

3. Engage others in a deeper study around the themes of the series. Choose an existing coinciding Bible study or write your own
simple study guide.

4. Intentionally provide outreach opportunities that relate back to the sermons.

5. Use the first 4 chapters of Getting Involved With God by Ellen Davis (Cokesbury.com) as a church-wide Bible study. On the 5th
week, instead of Bible study, engage in some sort of outreach opportunity within your community – serve in a soup kitchen, assemble
kits for UMCOR, work on a Habitat House, etc.

Rev. Charissa Jaeger-Sanders

Founder and Director
Grace Works Studio
 

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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August 2013
Explore the Psalms in Preaching, Study, and Family Life!

1. For September, create a five-week sermon series based on the lectionary psalms. “Sing to the Lord a New Song!” 
   September 1: Psalm 81
   September 8: Psalm 139
   September 15: Psalm 14
   September 22: Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4
   September 29: Psalm 91

2. Choose a psalm-like theme song for the month like “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (The United Methodist Hymnal 57 or a
new tune, Worship & Song 3001) or “Sing a New Song to the Lord” (The Faith We Sing 2045). Alternately, choose a sung psalm for
each week. See The United Methodist Music and Worship Planner or Prepare! for ideas.

3. For September invite the congregation to pray five psalms per day as a daily spiritual discipline, taking them through all 150 psalms
during the month.

4. Design a bookmark/workbook that helps people to engage the psalms with techniques like Lectio Divina and S.O.A.P.
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4. Design a bookmark/workbook that helps people to engage the psalms with techniques like Lectio Divina and S.O.A.P.

5. Melani Pyke has an art series on the Psalms.

Rev. Charissa Jaeger-Sanders
Founder and Director
Grace Works Studio
 

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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July 2013
In reviewing messages of topical preachers, one of the most desired subjects deals with relationships. This series of messages,
entitled “Love One Another,” is based upon The Five Love Languages, by Gary Chapman.

1. Words of Affirmation – 1 John 4:7-16

2. Quality Time – John 13:34-35

3. Receiving Gifts – Mark 6:30-34 and James 1:17

4. Acts of Service – John 13:34-35 and 1 John 3:16-18

5. Physical Touch– Luke 10:25-37

You might add other perspectives to this series by utilizing Gary Chapman’s other books related to love languages of children, singles, men,
and teenagers. To obtain a copy of Chapman’s book, order from Cokesbury.

Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia, 
Pastor
Community United Methodist Church
DeBary, FL
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June 2013
Use Twitter to deepen and further the reach of the Proclamation:

Want to engage your parishioners, giving them the space to study, actively listen, evangelize, and respond? Twitter might be a missing
element in your preaching. And it’s not just for the young people… over half of twitter activity is with people over the age of 35.

1. Publish a short hashtag for each Sunday based on the theme of worship. Tweet it out during the prior week and publish it in a
prominent place on your bulletin. (i.e, #LoveWins)

2. Expand participation. Twitter allows for unlimited spots at the table. Tweet out your Scripture text for the following Sunday. Tweet
questions about it. Have someone facilitate a weekly tweet-chat small group using lectio divina. Email Scripture texts months in
advance to congregants gifted in writing poetry or prose. Tweet out their responses to the Word in the week prior to your sermon.

3. Tweet while you are preaching. Use an app like Buffer to schedule key quotes to be tweeted out while you preach. These quotes
will be retweeted by listeners who are inspired and want to share that with others. Politicians do it. Why shouldn’t preachers?

4. Educate your parishioners. Congregants who are tweeting in church are actively worshipping, engaged, and sharing that
experience with their followers. Take an intentional teaching moment during worship to lift them up as an example of discipleship (like
Jesus frequently did with those who were looked down on or hindered.)

5. Encourage a response. Make time in worship and during the following week for people to tweet a response to the Proclamation. God
doesn’t only speak at kneeling rails and professions of faith don’t have to happen only when people join the church.

Rev. Andy Oliver
Director of Communications
Reconciling Ministries Network
Chicago, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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May 2013
This year, the Day of Pentecost and Heritage Sunday fall on the same Sunday: May 19. Think about using a few Sundays to celebrate
the birth of the universal church as well as the history and heritage of your particular congregation. 

1. Use the Pentecost account in Acts 2:1-21 as a framework in worship planning as well as the preaching moment. Think of ways
that the birth of the church intersects the beginnings of your local congregation.

2. Research the history of your local congregation by interviewing both long-time members and newer members. Think of creative
ways to tell your congregation’s story in the preaching moment.

3. Challenge your age-level ministry teams (e.g., children, youth, college, young adults, senior adults) to provide testimonies and
presentations of the many ways that your congregation is engaged in ministry in your community.

4. As a way of honoring the past, invite a well-known former pastor to preach in one of your worship services or to speak in a small-
group setting.

5. Invite district and conference leaders to speak to your congregation on the importance of honoring the past, while looking for new
and exciting opportunities for ministry in the future.

Rev. Dedric A. Cowser

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CC8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLectio_Divina&ei=sdv7UZD1IpPA9QSXqYG4DA&usg=AFQjCNGMgRTEaJjtBz2qBDWhJ7TA2iS4qQ&sig2=R1FZB5FM7oRN5p0pLcP0CQ&bvm=bv.50165853,d.eWU
http://soapstudy.com/
http://melpyke.com/collections/23899
mailto:graceworks@me.com
http://www.graceworksstudio.org/
http://fummwa.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=109
http://fummwa.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=205#Top
http://www.5lovelanguages.com/
http://pastorblog.cumcdebary.org/?p=5480
http://pastorblog.cumcdebary.org/?p=5523
http://pastorblog.cumcdebary.org/?p=5554
http://pastorblog.cumcdebary.org/?p=5583
http://pastorblog.cumcdebary.org/?p=5600
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=817712&rank=1&txtSearchQuery=gary+chapman
http://fummwa.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=109
http://fummwa.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=205#Top
http://www.mediabistro.com/alltwitter/twitter-demographics_b26352
mailto:andy@rmnetwork.org
http://fummwa.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=109
http://fummwa.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=205#Top
mailto:dacowser@hotmail.com


Rev. Dedric A. Cowser
Senior Pastor
Sweet Home United Methodist Church
Gadsden, AL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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April 2013
The four Sundays in April represent the second through fifth Sundays of Easter. The lectionary passages provide four rich tracks:
through Acts, the Psalms, Revelation, and John. Consider choosing one of these and using it over the course of the month.

1. The Acts pericopes move us from Peter and the apostles being questioned by the council, to Saul’s conversion, to the healing of
Tabitha, to Peter’s defense of eating with uncircumcised men. How might each of these be an opportunity to preach on what the
resurrection means for radical discipleship?

2. The psalms for these four weeks are Psalms 150, 30, 23, and 148. How does each of these distinctively celebrate God’s work, and
how might we read each differently in light of the resurrection?

3. The Revelation passages show us apocalyptic visions of the worship of God in the end times. How might a robust eschatology
and theology of the general resurrection inform our worship now?

4. The selections from John’s gospel all depict Jesus challenging his disciples to greater faith and to living as a witness to the
Kingdom that is already breaking through. How does the resurrection challenge our faith and our works?

5. This month, don’t let go of the Easter season, but through your preaching and worship planning encourage your congregation to
delve more deeply into understanding the resurrection and its implications for our lives here and now.

Sarah S. Howell
Assistant Minister for Worship and Young Adults
Centenary United Methodist Church
Winston-Salem, NC

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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March 2013
While the season of Lent is approaching the halfway point, you may wish to tuck these preaching theme ideas away for next year,
or incorporate them in the remaining weeks of Lent/Holy Week:

1. Tenebrae: We often celebrate Tenebrae (a service of darkness) on Maundy Thursday or Good Friday, but the verses from the
passion of the Gospel of John (see The United Methodist Book of Worship, p. 354) could be used in groupings each week as a basis
for a series. Each week a candle could be extinguished, ending on Good Friday.

2. Biblical Accounts: Explore the Gospel passion accounts each week. Looking at the similarities and differences in the accounts may
provide some great insight for persons in your congregation.

3. Seven Words: Usually considered an appropriate way to preach throughout the day on Good Friday, the seven last words of Christ
can be a significant theme for each Sunday in Lent, completing the series on Good Friday.

4. Isaiah: The prophet’s text shows up several times in the Lenten lectionary. A focus on not only these texts, but also on the suffering
servant may bring a unique perspective to the prophecy of Jesus’ sacrifice.

5. Stories of Encounters with Jesus: Think about those who walked with Jesus; what were their stories during this time of his ministry
and passion? Use a different story each week: the centurion, the soldier, the woman who anointed Jesus, or Joseph of Arimathea. So
many of these and other minor characters have important stories to tell.

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Chair, Fellowship Preaching and Worship Planning
Interest Area
Lead Pastor, Morningstar and West Olive Faith United
Methodist Churches
Bloomington-Normal, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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February 2013
As churches begin preparing for the Lenten season, consider using the following themes throughout the month of February to
focus on the transition between Ash Wednesday and Lent: 

1. REFLECTION: Focus the first week on reflecting on Jesus' life and ministry; then invite the congregation to reflect both individually
and corporately as they prepare their hearts for Lent.

2. REPENTANCE: Spend some time looking at what it means to truly repent. Offer practical ways for the members of your congregation
to experience freedom through repentance. Perhaps invite members to write down where they have fallen short and give them an
opportunity to place these sins at the foot of the cross. After the service have a burning ceremony to see them disappear.

3. HOPE: This theme connects with Repentance and can be beautifully symbolized in coordination with the burning ceremony
suggested above. Celebrate the hope that is offered through Jesus Christ as we lay our burdens down. Use symbolism to show how
God turns our ashes into beauty.

4. MERCY: Focus this week on God’s great mercy for all God’s beloved children. Consider using Psalm 51 as the text for your sermon
or as the prayer of confession.

5. LOVE: Love is the all-consuming and most known attribute of God. Use this week to discuss the different forms of love and how the
love that God offers is truly unique. Spend time discussing the agape love that Jesus offers through his sacrifice and relationship with
each one of us.

As you focus on the key themes of reflection, repentance, hope, mercy, and love, may your Ash Wednesday and Lenten season be not only
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As you focus on the key themes of reflection, repentance, hope, mercy, and love, may your Ash Wednesday and Lenten season be not only
meaningful but also transformational.

Rev. Sara M. Hill
Lead Pastor
New Bloomington United Methodist Church, New
Bloomington, OH
Meeker United Methodist Church, Marion, OH

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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January 2013
As we begin a new calendar year, many churches will be exploring covenant renewal, as well as practices of faith that deepen your
commitment to Christ. In January, you may wish to look at tithing as one of those practices. When you preach, you may want your listeners
to consider the following:

1. PRAY and ask God to guide and direct your response in relation to tithing. How is God calling you to grow in your Christian
discipleship?

2. PLAN how you will implement this spiritual discipline if it is new and how you can increase in your giving if tithing has always been a
part of your spiritual journey.

3. PREPARE your heart and mind as you have the opportunity to participate in this wonderful act of faith.

4. PURPOSE in your heart God’s call to obedience and to the ability to bless others through your giving.

5. Have PERSEVERANCE when you feel like giving up or when things become too difficult financially. Trust God's ability to provide for
all your needs – God is faithful.

Tithing can be transformational if you choose to make it a priority in your life. Allow God to challenge you, inspire you, and encourage you
through the gift of tithing. You will not be disappointed!

Rev. Sara M. Hill
Lead Pastor
New Bloomington United Methodist Church, New
Bloomington, OH
Meeker United Methodist Church, Marion, OH

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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December 2012
All of the Sundays of Advent fall during the month of December this year. With that in mind, what if your preaching moment was focused on
the theme of the Advent candles? Since Week 1 was this past Sunday, you might wrap the Hope theme from Week 1 into the Sunday after
Christmas.

1. Hope: What will people hope for this Advent season? All of the lectionary texts point toward hope through the possibility of
restoration. For the Sunday after Christmas, hope particularly resonates through the Colossians passage.

2. Peace: Our world is experiencing increasing violence, and the texts for this second Sunday in Advent have peace as their ultimate
goal.

3. Joy: There’s no mistaking the theme of joy in the third Sunday’s lectionary text; even the Gospel lesson from Luke brings good news.

4. Love: A visit to Elizabeth, a song of faith, and texts where the Messiah brings people together demonstrate the love of Christ.

5. Christ: We end this season of Advent with texts that announce the birth of the Messiah, the joy of the Lord, and the birth of Christ.

Using these traditional meanings of the Advent candles as preaching themes brings forth the possibility that the promise will be fulfilled each
successive week: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:5.

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Chair, Fellowship Preaching Interest Area
Lead Pastor
Morningstar United Methodist Church, Normal, IL
West Olive Faith United Methodist Church,
Bloomington, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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November 2012
We’ve just passed All Saints’ Day and have two more weeks of ordinary time before Christ the King Sunday and the beginning of Advent, not
to mention Thanksgiving Day in between. The church year ends on a high note and begins with a period of waiting.

1. Time. Consider how your preaching reflects the church calendar. If other elements of worship change with the liturgical seasons, ask
how the sermon fits into, enhances or even responds to these changes.

2. Kingship. Reflect on what it means that the church year ends with a declaration of Christ’s kingship and then circles back around to a
time of waiting for his coming. What kind of a king are we expecting?

3. Thanksgiving. If your church observes Thanksgiving, consider how this national holiday fits into the liturgical season (or doesn’t,
depending on your exegesis). What Thanksgiving traditions are important to your congregation?

4. Advent. By now, department stores will already be covered in Christmas decorations. Find tangible ways for the church to resist the
urge to rush past Advent and reinforce those from the pulpit.

5. Autumn. The change of season in nature corresponds with the change of season in the church calendar, giving the preacher room
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5. Autumn. The change of season in nature corresponds with the change of season in the church calendar, giving the preacher room
for contextualizing messages such that the congregation can be reminded of them in daily life.

Sarah S. Howell
Associate Minister for Worship and Young Adults
Centenary United Methodist Church
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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October 2012
Many churches are preparing for charge conferences by recruiting and training lay leadership for 2013. Think about using the month of
October to cast a vision for mission and ministry based on the five membership vows of The United Methodist Church.

1. Prayers: Focus on the integral role of prayer in your congregation by inviting those involved in the prayer ministry to participate. Some
of the most significant words on prayer are Jesus’ response to his disciples’ request to teach them to pray (Matthew 6:9-13).

2. Presence: Use this as an opportunity to express the importance of worshipping together as the community of faith in praise and
thanksgiving. This would be a wonderful opportunity to preach on one of the psalms of thanksgiving, such as Psalm 100, and invite
musicians to offer musical selections reflecting the theme of praise and gratitude.

3. Gifts: Think more broadly than financial gifts to the church by using this particular Sunday to preach on what the Apostle Paul
describes as “spiritual gifts” (1 Corinthians 12). Invite the congregation to take a “Spiritual Gifts Assessment.” (www.UMC.org)

4. Service: The words of Jesus in Matthew 23:11, “The one who is greatest among you will be your servant” (CEB), instruct us to care
for the needs of others. Focus on the mission ministries of your congregation and invite people in the congregation who can speak
about the joy of serving others.

5. Witness: Focus on the importance of sharing one’s faith by building relationships with those around us. How are those in your
congregation engaged in Jesus’ instruction in Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you
do and praise your Father in heaven.”(CEB)?

Rev. Dedric A. Cowser
Senior Pastor
Sweet Home United Methodist Church
Gadsden, AL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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September 2012
In many congregations, stewardship season is kicking into high gear. Here are five ideas about ways to increase stewardship through
the preaching moment:

1. Get Connected: Every United Methodist church has a portion of their budget dedicated to apportionments. Invite someone from one
of your conference agencies or ministries (camping, benevolence, etc.) to come and share stories of how apportionment giving helps
them carry out the Church’s mission.

2. Missions: Does your church support a missionary through the Advance? Do you participate in local missions? Consider bringing
someone from a local group or a missionary you support to tell about mission and ministry and the lives touched by it.

3. Holistic Stewardship: Stewardship isn’t all about finances, it’s also about giving of time and gifts. Encourage a stewardship moment
from a teacher, a choir member, or others who give of their time and gifts to equip the saints for ministry. You could also encourage
an extended offering of music or other worship arts as a part of the worship service to demonstrate the use of gifts.

4. Narrative: Proponents of stewardship suggest you offer a narrative budget to the congregation, rather than a written budget. In like
ways, we ought to offer narratives of transformation from the Gospels and transformation from the lives of people who are a part of
the congregation.

5. Engage everyone: Could you dialogue with a child or youth about stewardship as part of the preaching moment? What about having
people text you questions about stewardship that could be answered during the sermon? Help your folks feel a part of stewardship,
and that you’re with them as they wrestle with what it means to be faithful with God’s gifts.

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Chair, Fellowship Preaching Interest Area
Lead Pastor
Morningstar United Methodist Church, Normal, IL
West Olive Faith United Methodist Church,
Bloomington, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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August 2012
How do you evaluate your preaching? Here are five suggestions for ways to better your preaching skills through evaluation:

1. Videotape your sermon: Everything you do when you preach is inside you, but that’s not necessarily what your congregation hears.
Watch a video to discover your speech rate, the pitch of your speech, non-verbal communication, and more.

2. Develop a feed-forward/feed-back group: Gather four or five trustworthy people in your congregation who can meet with you
regularly to help provide feedback on previous sermons, and study the text for upcoming sermons.

3. Annual clergy assessment: Work with your district superintendent and your Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee to get
feedback on preaching during your annual assessment. You might solicit feedback for a specific sermon, or watch a sermon that has
been videotaped.

4. Use colleagues: Every pastor goes on vacation. Speak specifically with pastors you know and trust, and invite them to visit your
church while on their vacations. Once they return from their vacations, ask them to meet with you to provide feedback.
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church while on their vacations. Once they return from their vacations, ask them to meet with you to provide feedback.

5. The virtual world: If your church has a website, and you regularly post audio/video of sermons, you could provide some opportunity
for online feedback. Due to privacy concerns, you may wish to seek this feedback by posting the video in a password-protected area
of your website.

Each of us can grow in our preaching through constructive feedback. I encourage you to develop a means (or several means) to receive
ongoing, constructive feedback.

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Chair, Fellowship Preaching Interest Area
Lead Pastor
Morningstar United Methodist Church, Normal, IL
West Olive Faith United Methodist Church,
Bloomington, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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July 2012
Summer is a great time to get back to the basics of preaching. Consider purchasing or revisiting some of these classic preaching texts:

1. The Company of Preachers: Wisdom on Preaching. Richard Lischer, editor. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2002. (Cokesbury)

2. Preaching. Fred B. Craddock. Abingdon Press, 1985. (Cokesbury)

3. The Witness of Preaching. Thomas G. Long. Westminster John Knox Press, 1989. (Cokesbury)

4. The Preaching Life. Barbara Brown Taylor. Cowley Publications, 1993. (Cokesbury)

5. The Concise Encyclopedia of Preaching. Willimon, William. Westminster John Knox Press, 1995. (Cokesbury)

There are many published books on preaching, but these are five must-haves for your bookshelf or Kindle!

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Chair, Fellowship Preaching Interest Area
Lead Pastor
Morningstar United Methodist Church, Normal, IL
West Olive Faith United Methodist Church,
Bloomington, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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June 2012
Consider a summertime sermon series of storytelling from Scripture and/or stories of faith from your congregation.

1. A series on the parables of Jesus can be a fun and insightful. There are many resources on the parables such as: “Hear Then the
Parable" by Brandon Scott; “Speaking Parables, A Homiletic Guide” by David Buttrick; “Preaching Parables to Postmoderns” by Brian
Stiller; or “Parables from the Backside” by J. Ellsworth Kalas.

2. Dialogue with a character from Scripture, inviting the character to tell his or her story. Be creative. For an example, look at the
Cotton Patch Gospel version of the Good Samaritan by Clarence Jordan.

3. Interview or invite people from your congregation to tell one of their own stories of faith. If you have elderly or homebound
members, video an interview with them as they tell their story and then show it as part of your sermon.

4. Try telling a story through drama. Use a different perspective than an obvious one. For example, what if you are a seed waiting to
be planted? Would you want rocky ground or fertile soil?

5. Weave short stories and music through worship. For example, work with your music leaders to find variations of “Tell Me the
Stories of Jesus” or another familiar favorite and tell stories in between the musical settings.

Use your imagination and have fun creating worship that flows from beginning to end. In telling the stories of faith, we carry on an ancient
tradition as we help people come to understand the depths of God’s love and grace. 

Rev. Donna Patterson
Pastor
United Methodist Church of Estes Park
Estes Park, CO

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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May 2012
The contemporary preacher must continuously seek fresh and innovative ways to utilize modern culture and technology in conveying
the biblical text. As you craft your sermon, consider utilizing one of these modes of communication to create a multidimensional preaching
moment:

1. Audio-Visual: There is a wealth of art and audio-visual images that surround us daily, whether it’s through publications, websites, or
television. Consider displaying audio-visual components to illustrate the message of the biblical text during the preaching moment.

2. Space & Environment: In what ways can the space and environment enhance the preaching moment? If you worship in a space in
which elements and furniture be can moved, how can they be arranged to further convey the message of the biblical text? Simply
arranging the congregation’s chairs in a circle, rather than rows, can create a sense of deeper community and connectedness. Think
of more than just the altar display.

3. Movement: Think of ways in which the preacher and congregation can utilize movement during the preaching moment. This can be
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3. Movement: Think of ways in which the preacher and congregation can utilize movement during the preaching moment. This can be
something as simple as polling the congregation and asking them to respond by raising their hands, or something more complex that
utilizes those skilled in choreography.

4. Music: In addition to utilizing music before and after the preaching moment, consider using music to illustrate a point during the
preaching moment. You can either invite musicians to perform, or teach a repeated refrain to the congregation and invite them to sing
it at various points during the sermon. Don’t be afraid to use a variety of genres and styles!

5. Social Media: Engage the congregation before, during, and after the preaching moment by inviting them to repost thoughts, or
respond to question and comments posted on social networking websites. This is a great way to include young people!

Rev. Dedric A. Cowser
Pastor
Sweet Home United Methodist Church
Gadsden, AL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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April 2012
As you receive these words, we’re in the midst of Holy Week, with all of its emotional highs and lows. We have a different trajectory
as we begin on a high point with Palm Sunday, move steadily downward throughout the events of the week, and suddenly rise to life on
Easter Sunday. Here are five ways to keep your preaching at a high point throughout Easter.

1. Stories of Resurrection: Where do people experience new life in Christ? Have people share testimony (live or through video) as part
of the sermon. Examples of faith, lived out by someone they know, help others to see the power of the risen Christ in their own lives.

2. Every Sunday is a little Easter: Every Sunday, we gather for worship to celebrate the risen Christ. Every Sunday is Easter, so be
sure to celebrate that in your preaching!

3. Easter is also a season: Plan worship and preaching so that you celebrate Easter for the entire season, which runs from Easter
Sunday April 8 until the celebraton of Pentecost on May 27. For preaching, you could look at different aspects of resurrection stories
in the Gospels each week. In music and worship planning, include Easter hymns and share resurrection stories throughout the
season.

4. Love casts out fear: We’re like the disciples, fearful of what will happen, even though we know the good news of Jesus’ resurrection.
Explore the Gospels to discover Jesus’ words of love that cast out our fear in the days following the resurrection. We need
encouragement to live into a glorious future with hope.

5. Stay authentic: Keep the resurrection message pure; make sure your presentation of it is theologically sound. It’s particularly
important to keep your preaching authentic during this time, so that it’s not boiled down to eggs hatching and flowers blooming. The
resurrection is much deeper and more profound, so it can take a few weeks to explain well!

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Preaching Interest Area Chair
Morningstar United Methodist Church
Normal, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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March 2012
This year, the month of March straddles the second through fifth Sundays in Lent. How might tangible images inform your meditation
on and preaching of the biblical texts this month?

1. Ashes: Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, and ashes as a penitential image pervade Lenten liturgies. Humans were made
from dust (Gen. 2:7) and will return to dust (Gen. 3:19); ashes can actually be purifying (Num. 19). How do we balance the call to
repent in ashes with the call to rise from them and serve our neighbor (Isa. 58:5-7)?

2. Tears: In the Bible, people weep out of grief, in remorse, for joy, from despair, in unbelief and hunger and thirst. Tears of repentance
come alongside tears of gratitude. The Psalms in particular invite us to holy weeping. For what do we weep—and, in the season of
Lent, for what should we weep?

3. The Color Purple: The liturgical color for Lent (as in Advent) is purple, also the color of royalty. How does the paradox of Christ ruling
and Christ crucified affect our understanding of, and relationship with, a humbled king?

4. The Wilderness: The 40 days of Lent recall the 40 days Jesus spent fasting and being tempted in the wilderness. What are the
wilderness places in your congregation where repentance and healing are needed?

5. Little Easters: One trick of preaching in Lent is that the Sundays in Lent aren’t part of the 40 days and are sometimes called “little
Easters.” What does it mean that for 6 Sundays we stand in the tension between the sorrow and repentance of Lent and the triumph
and joy of Easter?

Sarah S. Howell 
M.Div. Student (2012)
Duke Divinity School
Durham, NC

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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February 2012
Don’t let the winter doldrums creep into your people or your preaching. You can wake people up as you spice up your preaching with the use
of multimedia. Here are five suggestions for sermon illustrations:

1. www.theworkofthepeople.com: This site offers some fantastic video downloads for purchase, which cause the viewer to think
constructively about issues related to the biblical text. There are also visual representations of liturgy and text.

2. Have some multimedia dialogue: Everyone has a cell phone – why not make use of it? Encourage your congregation to pull it out
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2. Have some multimedia dialogue: Everyone has a cell phone – why not make use of it? Encourage your congregation to pull it out
during the sermon, and text questions to you. Of course, this method requires you to have your phone out during worship to receive
questions.

3. www.lumicon.org: Lumicon’s “experiences” are packages available for purchase. Each package includes graphics, worship
suggestions, and a video vignette, all of which are intended to help people consider other angles from which to approach the text.

4. Facebook: If your church has a Facebook page, why not post a question related to the Scripture early in the week? You can use the
responses gathered to help shape your sermon and make it relevant for the congregation.

5. www.textweek.com: Textweek has a topical index for movie suggestions; a Scripture and topical index for art suggestions; and a
Scripture index, which can help you look up related multimedia for a particular text.

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Preaching Interest Area Chair
Morningstar United Methodist Church
Normal, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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January 2012
Preaching and worship doesn’t happen by accident. As you begin the new year, pledge to give intentional time and effort to your preaching
and worship planning. Here are five ideas for doing so:

1. Take a retreat: You can do this monthly, quarterly, or annually, but take some time away from the office and church to pray through
the Scriptures, see which ones speak to you, and plot your preaching map based on what you hear.

2. Preach topics regularly: It’s sometimes suggested that you preach on money, relationships, and other such topics at least once a
year. Everyone experiences those topics, so you provide a constant refresher and new insight into biblical perspectives on those
topics.

3. Choose a book of the Bible: Whether you’re a topical or lectionary preacher, it’s a rare occasion that people study entire books of
the Bible. Choose one to preach for several weeks (even months), so that your congregation becomes more literate in the Bible.

4. Keep a newspaper handy: Reinhold Niebuhr suggested that we do theology with the Bible in one hand and the New York Times in
the other. If there are ongoing issues in your community, state, or in the nation/world that relate to your congregation, preach on the
biblical passages that can inform those issues.

5. Develop a series: If you develop a sermon series, you’re less likely to fall behind on preaching and worship preparation. Most series
are 3-6 weeks long (although this varies), so preachers will be forced to work ahead.

Try one of these suggestions, or a combination of some/all of the above. You can accomplish all five of these suggestions either through
topical or lectionary preaching. 

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Preaching Interest Area Chair
Morningstar United Methodist Church
Normal, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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December 2011 
As visitors join us this December, we are particularly challenged to find diverse ways to reach out and share the good news of Christ’s love.
As worship artists of various types, we are leaders in incorporating all of the arts into our worship. As preachers, incorporating the arts as we
share God’s message can be especially effective!

1. Music: In the years before I became a pastor, what often touched me about a pastor’s preaching was when s/he would sing a line or
two from a song that related to the text – while s/he preached. If you sing or play an instrument, consider making that a part of your
preaching.

2. Visual Art: On occasion, consult with an artist in the congregation or community about creating art while you preach. You can talk
with the artist ahead of time about the Scripture and/or theme, so that by the end of the sermon there is a visual representation of the
sermon on canvas, in clay, or another medium.

3. Drama: We don’t read the Bible enough. Simply reading a portion of the passage together with the congregation can effectively draw
them into your sermon, as can a choral reading of the text. You may also divide your sermon so that a short dramatic sketch can fit
into the middle.

4. Other musicians: Point #1 relates specifically to preachers who are musicians. If you’re not one, you may want to make use of other
musicians. Several times, I’ve preached on a particular text that lent itself to a piece of handbell music, a choral masterwork (Randall
Thompson’s The Best of Rooms (Youtube.com recording) comes to mind), or another instrumental work. Have courage to use those
musical arts (and artists) as a part of the spoken word.

5. Dance and Spiritual Formation: Can prayer be a part of preaching? Must it use spoken words? A pause in preaching can allow the
congregation time to reflect, and it can also allow for creative movement in response to the Word read and proclaimed.

Rev. Jay Regennitter
Preaching Interest Area Chair
Morningstar United Methodist Church
Normal, IL

For more information and to join this Interest Area, CLICK HERE            
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Advent begins in 22 days! Inspired by an Advent preaching workshop with Rev. Dr. Safiyah Fosua of the General Board of Discipleship, I
offer these insights to consider when preaching the lectionary this Advent season:

1. S
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